Extracellular matrix and cardiac remodelling.
Cardiac remodelling associated with primitive and secondary cardiomyopathy is generally associated with changes in the expression in extracellular matrix (ECM) proteins as well as their transmembrane receptors, the integrins. It emerges now that the ECM provides a structural, chemical, and mechanical substrate that is essential in cardiac function and responses to pathophysiological signals. This review will describe the various elements of the ECM, its modifications that are associated with cardiac hypertrophy and heart failure, and the molecular basis bringing a better insight into the dynamics of the ECM.